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Holy Week 

A week we set aside each year to recall in a very 
prayerful, deep way the Suffering, Death and Resurrec-
tion of Jesus Christ– the source of our salvation! 
The culmination of this time is Easter, the very heart of 

the Church’s liturgical year, when we celebrate the 
Resurrection of Jesus. 
  
Begins with the celebration of the Lord’s entry 
into Jerusalem  commemorated on Palm Sun-
day.   
• Why did Jesus go to Jerusalem at this time?  
• Why palms?      (Matt 21:2-11) 
 

Sacred Triduum or Paschal Triduum 
• Tri-  means ‘3’          duum– means ‘day’ 

• 

 

• 

(no dismissal on Holy Thursday or Good 
Friday; no entrance hymns / processions on 

Good Friday or the Easter Vigil.) 
 

Holy Thursday 

• The Mass of the Lord’s Supper commemo-
rating the first time Jesus gave us His Body and 
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each stop) 
 

Stations of the Cross: 2:30 pm 
 

Good Friday Service – Reading of the Passion, Ven-

eration of the Cross and Communion service at 

3 pm/ in Spanish starting at 4:45 pm   
 

Holy Saturday (4/16): 

No morning Mass. Morning Prayer at 8am. 
 

Easter Vigil at 7:38 pm: this liturgy was described 

by St. Augustine as “the Mother of all Vigils” 

because it is so rich in symbolism and meaning.  

The RCIA candidates are baptized and receive 

Confirmation and Eucharist. The Mass begins 

with the lighting of the Easter Fire and new 

Easter Candle outside.  It is a beautiful celebra-

tion of the Resurrection of our Lord! 
 

Easter Sunday (4/17): 

Regular Sunday Mass Schedule 
 
 

You are cordially invited to St. Michael Church for 
the observance of the Passion of Christ and the cel-

ebration of His Resurrection for us during Holy 
Week and the Easter Triduum (3 sacred days)---  

 

“….do this in memory of me!”   
--- With love, Jesus 
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Pentecost marks the end of the 50 days of the 
Easter season 

 

Holy Week and Easter Schedule 
St. Michael Parish 

 
April 10 – April 17, 2022 

 

Palm Sunday, 4/10: regular Mass Schedule: 5:00 

Sat., 7 am, 9:30am (with a procession starting at 

9:15 at the school if you want to participate) and 

11:30am, 1:30 pm in Spanish (with procession) 

 

Mon., 4/11: Mass at 10 am  ; NO confession   

Tues. 4/12 and  Wed. 4/13: 10 am morning Mass   

Holy Thursday morning, 4/14:   Morning prayer 

at 8 am in the church (no morning Mass). 

 
Triduum 

Holy Thursday (4/14):   

Mass of the Lord’s Supper at 7:00 pm. Adoration  

of Blessed Sacrament through 11 pm in the church 

hall. 
 

Good Friday (4/15): 

No morning Mass. Morning Prayer at 8am 
 

Ecumenical Walk 11 am-12 pm (members of Chris-

tian churches from the area process on foot 

from Stanhope  Presbyterian Church to St. Mi-

chael in Netcong with Scripture readings at 
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Blood in the Eucharist at the last Passover before 
his suffering and death (Luke 22: 14-20 ) 

• Begins as a joyful celebration: we sing the Gloria for 
the first time since Ash Wednesday    

• First reading tells story of Passover and the Exodus 
pg. 116, Exodus 12:21-28); the second gives the words  
Jesus spoke at Last Supper;  John’s Gospel tells how 
Jesus washed the feet of the Apostles, a reminder 
to follow Jesus’ example of selfless love in laying 
down our lives for others in service to them.  

•  A solemn Washing of the Feet takes place to sym-
bolize Jesus’ washing of the feet of the Apostles.  
(John 13:1–17 ) 

• Blessed Sacrament is carried in a solemn procession 
and is reserved in a tabernacle on an altar of re-
pose. At St. Michael we can go to the Church Hall 
until 11 pm to pray before the Blessed Sacrament. 
This reminds us that after the Passover meal, Jesus 
prayed in the Garden, prior to his betrayal and ar-
rest   (Luke 22: 39-53)  

• The people leave Mass in silence, mindful that we 
will soon enter into  Good Friday.  

 
                   Good Friday 

• At 3 pm, we gather silently in the Church to  
continue the prayer begun the previous even-
ing at the Mass of the Lord’s Supper. 
• We remember the Suffering and Death of 
Jesus (Passion of the Lord)  (Luke 23) 

 
This prayer service includes many things that we do not 
see at any other time of the year:  
• The priests and deacons prostrate themselves be-

fore the altar (act of profound prayer) 
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• The proclamation of the Passion of Jesus from the 
Gospel of John (John 19) 

• Veneration of the cross: we are invited to rever-
ently touch, kiss or genuflect before the cross of 
Jesus  

• The only day of the year that Mass is not celebrated; 
we receive Holy Communion using hosts blessed at 
the Holy Thursday Mass.  

• We once again leave in silence, awaiting the contin-
uation of our celebration of the Triduum on Holy 
Saturday. 

 
Although we are filled with sadness at the suffering of 
Jesus, we also embrace the Cross of Jesus as the instru-
ment of our salvation.  We are asked to spend the day in 
quiet prayer and reflection, with gratitude for the gift of  

God’s Son, Jesus. 

 
Easter Vigil / Easter  Sunday 

• The Easter Vigil begins at sundown on Satur-
day: complete darkness (Death of Jesus) 
Bonfire is blessed—> light of Risen Christ—>  

Resurrection dispels the darkness of SIN and death 
• Paschal (Easter) Candle lit from bonfire, taken into 

Church and spread to all holding candles symbolizing  
the light of Christ spreading through God’s people 
to dispel the darkness.  

• The Exsultet (“Rejoice!”) is sung, announcing  the 
Resurrection of Jesus Christ and calls us to celebrate 
with great joy  

• Scripture readings recount  Salvation History: how 
God prepared his people from the beginning of time 
for His Son. 
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• Alleluia!  To welcome the Gospel reading that 
proclaims the Resurrection of Jesus Christ (John 
20) 

• Baptism, Communion and Confirmation of those 
completing initiation into the Church 

• Mass continues through closing prayer and bless-
ing 

• The MOST joyful celebration of the Church year! 
 

The Triduum continues into Easter Sunday, con-
cluding with evening prayer on that day. 
 

The SEASON of Easter 

• 50 days long! 
• We remember those who received new life in 

Baptism 
• Paschal candle remains near the altar to remind 

us of the  Light of the Risen Christ in our midst 
• Readings from Acts of the Apostles: first Christian 

communities 
• Gospel readings: post- Resurrection appearances 

of Jesus 
• Sprinkling with Holy Water at each Mass reminds 

us of our own dying and rising in Christ through 
OUR Baptism 

• Ascension of the Lord :  40 days later;   Jesus 
completes His mission and returns to the Father
(Luke 24:50-53   and Acts 1:6-11) 

• Pentecost:  On the 10th day after the Ascension, 
on the Jewish feast of Pentecost, the Holy Spirit 
descended upon Mary and the Apostles  (Acts 
2:1-31)       The  Church was born as they went 
forth into the streets to proclaim the Gospel to 
people from all nations.  


