
   The Church of Saint Michael 
   Sunday, January 28, 2018 
 Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

Please remember in your prayers those who have died: 
Emilio Notaroberto, David E. Knoop 

 
Please remember in your prayers the sick of our parish:  
Helen Newstead, Louis DiBernard, Maria Spezza,  
James Mahieu, Sal Romano, Tim Paternostro, Bill Regal, 
Diane Grzymko, Carolyn Sundheim Nystrom,  
James Morino 
 
 
  
 

Weekly Memorials 
Sacramental Bread & Wine:  

Murphy Family 

 
 
 
 
 

Weekly Devotions 
Monday: ....................... Charismatic Prayer Group 7:00 pm 
Wednesday: ...................................... Rosary Group  7:30 pm 
Friday: ................................................. Divine Mercy  3:00 pm 
Saturday: ........................ Rosary (after 8 am Mass)  8:30 am 

 
 
 

Readings for the week 
Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Sunday 
Dt 18:15-20; 1 Cor 7:32-35; Mk 1:21-28 
Monday 
2 Sm 15:13-14, 30, 16:5-13; Mk 5:1-20 
Tuesday 
2 Sm 18:9-10, 14b, 24-25a, 30-19:3; Mk 5:21-43 
Wednesday 
2 Sm 24:2, 9-17; Mk 6:1-6 
Thursday 
1 Kgs 2:1-4, 10-12; Mk 6:7-13 
First Friday 
Mal 3:1-4; Heb 2:14-18; Lk 2:22-40 or 2:22-32 
First Saturday 
1 Kgs 3:4-13; Mk 6:30-34 
 

Mass Intentions for the Week 
 
 
Saturday, January 27, 2018 
8:00 a.m.    For All Parishioners of St. Michael Church 
5:00 p.m.    Santina & Vincenzo Fratangelo, 
                     John Grogan 
                      
Sunday, January 28, 2018 
7:00 a.m.     Teddy Barbato 
 8:45 a.m.    Ronald Costanzo 
10:30 a.m.   Special Intention 
12:00 p.m.   Vincenzo Riccio 
1:30 p.m.      Luis Alfonso 
 
Monday, January 29, 2018   
7:00 a.m.   Elwin & Mary Burd 
           
Tuesday, January 30, 2018 
8:00 a.m.    Joseph Esposito 
7:00 p.m.    Healing Mass – Ambrosino Family Intentions 
 
Wednesday, January 31, 2018 
7:00 a.m.    For All Souls 
 
Thursday, February 1, 2018 
8:00 a.m.    Ronald Costanzo 
 
Friday, February 2, 2018 
7:00 a.m.    Respect Life 
 
Saturday, February 3, 2018 
8:00 a.m.    All Families of St. Michael Church 
5:00 p.m.    Angelina Arbolino, Charles Susco Sr. 
                      
Sunday, February 4, 2018 
7:00 a.m.     For All Priests 
 8:45 a.m.    Ronald Costanzo, Deidra Seelinger 
10:30 a.m.   Samuel Palumbo Jr.,  
                     Adeline & Joseph Bencivenga 
12:00 p.m.   Emilio Notaroberto 
1:30 p.m.     For All Parishioners 
 
 

TITHING – GOD’S PLAN FOR GIVING  
ST. MICHAEL’S HAS BEEN A TITHING PARISH 
SINCE 1988. 
Sunday, Jan 21  $6,219.50 
To run our parish properly we need $9,651.  
Please consider helping a little bit more if you can. 

 

Next Healing Mass 
Tuesday, January 30th at 7pm 

                  Rosary/Chaplet at 6:30pm 
 
 

Please pray for our Diaconate Candidates – 
Russ Raffay and John Meyer 
 
 



From Fr. Michael 
     
     Several weeks ago a priest friend of mine recommended for 
me to listen to a podcast of Fr. Mike Schmitz from Ascension 
Presents on Youtube on the “Real Purpose of Funerals.” Fr. Mike 
comments that he has been to many funerals and wants to 
answer the question of “What is the purpose and goal of a 
Catholic funeral?” He comments that most people look at a 
Catholic funeral as 1) a time to say good bye, 2) a place to get 
some closure 3) to gather to celebrate the life of the person. 
While all three of these reasons are meaningful and “normal” to 
many, they are NOT the reason why we have a Catholic funeral. 
     Fr. Mike goes on to share the funeral mass of Supreme Court 
Justice Anthony Scalia where his son, Fr. Paul Scalia, gave the 
homily for the mass. Fr. Paul started his homily by stating that 
they were all “gathered for a man who was very misunderstood, 
a man who some people loved and some people hated, a man 
that some people thought they knew and others did not know. 
Some of you were very close to him and loved him and some of 
you were not very close to him and did not love him and this 
man of course, is Jesus Christ!” 
     Fr. Mike goes on to say that those who were listening to the 
homily were shocked because they all assumed that he was 
speaking about his father. Fr. Paul said “no, we are here because 
of Jesus.” Fr. Mike goes on to say that is the reason for a 
Catholic funeral. “We are there to worship Jesus. We are there 
to worship God. It is not to canonize the person who has died. 
We don’t know if they are in heaven, only God can judge. It is 
about 1) worshipping God 2) to thank God for his mercy. We 
thank God that we get to be in his presence, that we get to go to 
confession, that whenever we need the Lord’s Mercy, he is there 
with his Mercy. The Lord fills us with hope for the future of the 
person who has died.” 
     Fr. Mike continues with a third point, that it helps us renew 
our faith. At the lowest moment of the person’s life, one filled 
with grief and sorrow, it is at this moment the Church asks us 
to renew our faith, to renew our faith in Jesus’ triumph of life 
over death. We can echo the words of St. Paul, “O death where is 
your victory? O death where is your sting?” The foundation of our faith 
tells us that Christ has conquered death and sin.  
     Fr. Mike continues with the fourth reason, to pray for the 
person. Fr. Mike states that our default mode is to assume that 
they are in heaven. Because we don’t know where they are it 
only makes sense that we pray for them. There is a doctrine 
called Purgatory that when a person has chosen God but is not 
ready to enter heaven, they need to go through a process of 
enlarging their heart and purifying their love. Fr. Mike asks 
“How many times have we help completely helpless when we 
have lost someone we loved? I wish I said this. I wish I had done 
that. I wish I asked for forgiveness.” But as Catholics we can do 
something. The Holy Sacrifice of the Mass is offered for them, in 
petition and intercession on behalf of the person who has died. 
We believe that Mass and our prayers does something. 
     We gather to say good-bye, to get closure, to celebrate, but 
more importantly, the main reason for a Catholic funeral, to 
worship God, to thank God, to renew our faith and offer 
petition and intercession. Fr. Mike concludes by saying “Do you 
know someone who has died? Pray for them!” “Do you know 
someone who has died that you loved very much? Offer up your 
Holy Communion for them. Ask Father to celebrate a Mass for 
this person? Why not? “It is truly a perfect way to love those 
who have passed on.”  

     I think that is why the liturgy does not envision people 
sharing a eulogy during the Mass of Christian Burial. The 
firm belief of the Catholic Church is that the Christian 
funeral is not a celebration of the life of the person who has 
died, even though we honor and express gratitude for all 
God's gifts to that person. "The funeral liturgy is a 
celebration of salvation and mercy, of grace and eternal 
life. It is not meant to be a commemoration (much less a 
canonization) of the person who has died. Extended 
remembering of the deceased often results in forgetting the 
Lord." The time for stories, memories and personal 
reflections make most sense at the funeral home or at the 
repast.  
     Unfortunately, the most common question that I have 
received is that eulogies were allowed at the Church that 
they attend the Mass of Christian Burial. I think it is an 
appropriate time to learn the truth about what a Catholic 
funeral is intended to be and what is appropriate for a 
funeral liturgy. Here at St. Michael we try to weave the story 
of the person in light of the Scriptures, in light of our faith, 
always keeping as its central focus the person of Jesus 
Christ. A person “that some people loved, some people 
hated, a man that some people knew and others did not.” 
 
 
 
 

Pot Luck Dinner! 
Lent is coming and we are having a “Fat Tuesday” 

dinner on Sunday, Feb 11th at 6:30pm in 
Msgr. Trapasso Hall 

If you would like to come – please call or email 
Annemarie in the parish office 

973-347-0032 ext. 2310 
office.admin@stmichaelnetcong.org 

Contributing your favorite dish is optional  
but we need a headcount either way 

If you can help to set up or clean up - please email 
Betty at evangelization@stmichaelnetcong.org 

 

 

THANK YOU 
The Knights of Columbus and  

The Respect Life Committee would like to say 

“Thank You” to the parishioners of St.Michael’s 

and all who volunteered to help with the Rose Sale and 

sign ups that benefited the  

March For Life bus trip to Washington DC. 

Donations totaled $230. 

We were blessed with a glorious day.  

We are hopeful that one day soon that the Roe V Wade 

decision will be overturned and that once again all life 

will be protected in the womb. 
 

 
 
 
 

mailto:office.admin@stmichaelnetcong.org


From Fr. Henry 
 
 

 
 
     During our mission trip to Haiti we had the opportunity to 

celebrate the Feast of the Epiphany of the Lord with the Haitian 

community, the Feast in which we commemorate the coming of 

the Magi as the first manifestation of Christ to the Gentiles. 

Having this picture in mind of the three Wise Men, traveling to 

Bethlehem and following the star to find Christ, I desired to do 

my own story/reflection of our mission trip to Haiti based on 

theirs to Bethlehem. 
     On January 3rd, eight young people from different 

Nationalities including me,(1 from US, 1 Korean-American, 2 

Chilean-Americans, 2 Cuban-Americans, and 2 colombians) we 

traveled from The United States to Haiti as representatives of 

the whole world looking for Christ in their lives. We “followed 

the star” and arrived in Cap Haitian at the compound of the 

Brothers Missionaries of the Poor. There we also found Jesus in 

the same circumstances as the three wise men did more than 

2000 years ego. The difference was that we fund Jesus not in a 

cradle of straw but in many iron cribs, several wheelchairs and 

walkers, or just lying on the floor. “There is no doubt that we 

found Jesus in all those people that we met in Haiti.” 

     That is what makes me feel happy; because in the same way 

as the wise men found Jesus and recognized Him and joyfully 

adored Him, we were also able to find Jesus and offer to Him 

our own precious gifts. In this time, instead of Gold, 

Frankincense, and Myrrh we brought clothes, shoes, food, 

candies, a soccer ball to His people. And most importantly we 

brought our PRESENCE and DESIRE TO BE with them and 

with God as well. 

     I can say that this encounter with Christ in a humble place 

becaused great joy for us as it was for the magi.  We often look 

for great and extraordinary things in our lives. Perhaps it is right 

before us and we do not recognize it, because it is disguised in 

simplicity and humility.  

     Brothers and sisters, I hope every day we continue looking 

for the presence of Christ in our lives keeping in mind that the 

best place to find Him is in the humblest places where we go 

daily. It is for sure that He is always there! 

 

God Bless you.  

Fr. Henry  

 

 

From Alexis Hernandez 

     When I was asked to write this article about my trip to 

Cap-Hatien, Haiti, I admit that I was hesitant. I had so many 

emotions and thoughts to express about this experience. Yet, 

I do not have the vocabulary to describe how God worked 

through others and myself. Matthew 25:40 puts it best, “The 

king will reply, ‘Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of 

the least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you did for 

me.” This resonated with me in a way it never had before, 

due to the sisters and brothers I gained. I carried 

preconceived expectations about how I would serve in Haiti; 

I never expected I would learn so much from these amazing 

people. I had a heroic mentality entering the country, yet 

God humbled me, and the role I thought I was playing, by 

showing me a greater plan and more love than I could ever 

imagine.   

     While staying at the compound, we worked in various 

centers to help with humanitarian relief tasks, such as 

bathing, feeding, and changing both children and the elderly. 

I never imagined that I would get as close to these people as 

I did through such intimate acts of service. The residents 

brought me laughter and happiness on even the hardest of 

workdays. Looking at them felt like I was looking at the face 

of Jesus. It was truly humbling. Suddenly I no longer pitied 

them but stood awe-struck at their unwavering faith. Despite 

their conditions, they did not fear tomorrow. They showed 

me what it means to fully trust in God.  

      I cannot stress enough to the young people in our church 

community to experience God in this way. At the end of 

Mass, our priests always say to “go in peace to love and 

serve the Lord”. Going on a mission trip is a beautiful way to 

love and serve Jesus, He who is in every person you meet. 

 

 
 

 

 

40 Cans for Lent  
Once again, the Knights of Columbus will be sponsoring the 
40 Cans for Lent program.  We ask that individuals and 
families try to donate 40 cans (or equivalent items) of food 
during the Lenten season…one can for each day of Lent.  You 
can place the cans in front of the St. Anthony statue in the 
rear of the church and the Knights will collect them and 
bring them to the food pantry for distribution to the needy 
in the area. Suggested items include:  soups, peanut butter, 
canned vegetables, pasta, tuna, cereal etc. Lent begins on 
Ash Wednesday, February 14. 

 
 



RELIGIOUS EDUCATION NEWS  
 

Religious Education Calendar Reminders 

As per the schedule, classes are in session this week for:   

• Gr. 1-6 on Sunday 

• Gr. 7 on Monday 

Children’s choir resumes this week, 1/28 after class in the 

school building, room 23, 11:15 am-11:45 am. New members 

are welcome! See Mrs. Rogalo if your child is interested. 

Grade 8:  as per the calendar and letter sent home, Teen/Parent 

Family session will be Feb. 4, 7-9 pm in the church hall. Every 

8th grader should have at least one parent present.  Call Mrs. 

Rogalo if you have any questions. 

 

Confirmation Prep: 

• Confirmation II:   Next session: Feb. 11, 1-3pm with 

your sponsor (or a parent stand-in)!  NOTE the time! 

• Confirmation I:  Meeting scheduled for Feb. 4 has been 

changed to March.  Your meetings for March are as 

follows:  March 4 (4-6pm), 11 (super group, 4-

6:45pm), and March 18 (4-6pm this one in the rectory 

basement) 

  

Religious Education Calendars for all programs are available 

on the website. Go to Faith Formation tab then choose Religious 

Education. 

  

YOUTH MINISTRY 

†  Paintball Weekend February 17th-18th  † 

Come join youth ministry for a fun weekend getaway 

If you are interested, please contact Sarah Cho 

 

† Youth Ministry meetings every Monday † 

7:15pm to 9pm, meeting in the church  

 

ALL registration forms are available on the parish website 

under Youth Ministry 

For more information, please contact St. Michael’s Youth 

Minister, Sarah Cho at 

youthministry@stmichaelnetcong.org 

 

 

Catholic’s Divorce Survival Guide  
The video based discussion program,  published 

by Ascension Press,   

(http://www.catholicsdivorce.com/) 

was created to bring hope and healing to 

divorced and separated Catholics. With the help 

of counselors, theologians and priests, the 12 week video and 

discussion program offers wisdom and comfort and practical 

advice from others who have suffered through divorce. We have 

hosted 3 cycles of the group so far at St. Michael and people 

have told us it was very helpful to them.   

We would like to start a new group if there is interest.  If you 

would like to join the group or would like more information, 

please contact Debbie Rogalo (973-347-0032, ext. 2330)  

 ALL ARE WELCOME.   

 

 

ADORATION 
Jesus taught with authority  Mark 1:21-28 
Faith must be nourished with the Word of God 

ADORATION OPEN HOURS 

Friday  1 am 

Friday  3 pm 

Friday  11 pm Prayer Partner 

Saturday 12 am Prayer Partner 

Saturday  6 pm 

Saturday 7 pm 

Saturday 9 pm 

Saturday  10 pm 

Please prayerfully consider filling an open hour.   

If you cannot make your hour – please find coverage 

or call your division leader. 

Thank you! 

Marie Francisco 732-895-7972 

Andrea Trapper 973-347-7031 

 

 
 

Live Lent! 
Get ready to really experience Lent with this new 
resource from RENEW International. Written by 
RENEW's own Sister Terry Rickard, Live Lent! will help 
you make the most of this season of preparation and 
spiritual renewal. 

•       Gather weekly in small groups 

•       Get inspired by the Sunday Gospel readings 

•       Explore Old Testament insights 

•       Reflect and pray each day of the week 

•       Take action in everyday life 

We have a need for group leaders, please call the 
rectory if you are interested. 
Training will be provided by Sister Maureen Colleary. 
For Spanish, please use: 
Reflexiones en Cuaresma 

El tiempo de Cuaresma nos invita a la oración, 
reflexión y conversión. Ya sea en tu pequeña 
comunidad eclesial, con tu familia o individualmente, 
este recurso pastoral busca, de manera concreta, una 
vivencia plena y significativa. 
Este libro contiene seis sesiones y cada sesión ofrece 
momentos de oración, reflexión y preguntas para 
compartir la fe. 
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